















































Cuar. L. 15-22.]

20

EZEKIEL. 19
ance and their work was as it were a wheel within a wheel.

And as for their felloes, and their height,

And when the living creatures went, the wheels

When those went, these went,

17  When they went, they went upon their four sides ; they turned
18  not when they went.
they were terrible, and their felloes were full of eyes round about
19  them four. '
went beside them, and when the living creatures were lifted up
from the earth, the wheels were lifted up. Whithersoever the
spirit was to go, they went, whither the spirit was to go; and
the wheels were lifted up along with them for the spirit of the
21  living creature was in the wheels.
and when those stood, these stood ; and when those were lifted up
from the earth, the wheels were lifted up along with them ; for the
22

spirit of the living creature was in the wheels. And the likeness
of the firmament above the heads of the living creature was as the
color of the terrible erystal, stretched forth over their heads above.

the name of Tarshish, from the circum-
stance of its having been brought from
Tartessus. It is smooth and brilliant
in appearance. It formed one of the
gems in the breastplate of the high-priest.
Exod. xxviii. 20. Comp Song v. 14;
Ezek. xxviii. 13 ; Dan. x. 6; in all which
passages it is rcndcrcd ber//l in our an-
thorized version. Ver. 17. The mean-
ing of this verse is, that when the wheels
moved, they moved according as each of
the four quarters or sides of the sqnarve
chariot fronted the dircetion in which
the movement was made.  When a new
dircction was taken, the wheels that were
not to roll were suspended from the
ground, so as to leave the others free to
perform their revolutions. The B33,
. rendered rings in the authorized version,
were the felloes forming the rim or cir-
cumference of the wheels. They are
described as so very high as to have been
tremendous, ver. 18.  Much as they were
thus calcalated to impress the mind of
the spectator, I can discover nothing
specially symbolieal in the property here
ascribed to them, except it be that, from
their extreme height, as they rolled
round, the eyes that were in them must
be conccived of as commanding a com-
plete view of whatever came within the

scope of \ision. In the sentence =3
rgih mamn cgem uin
l“55 H'ﬁﬂ, thc latter part is not to be
consxdtrul as a bare tautology, but is a
repetition for the purpose of more forei-
bly impressing the idea upon the mind.
E::l;:\‘B » In correspondence, or conjunction,
along with them, vers, 20, 21, The adverb
over ugainst is less appropriate. By
D00 DA, the spivit of the living creature
(put collcetively for creatures) being in
the wheels, is meant the impulsive in-
fluence by which they were put and kept
in motion. Sce on ver. 12, and comp.
dmp %, 17,

22. 52 here is not to be rendered upion,
as if the firmament rested on the heads
of the cherubim, but above, as distinet
from them, and occupying an clevated
position. Sce on ver. 26. T2 prima-
rily significs ice, and sccondarily crystal,
from its resemblance to it. The combi-
nation MIR0 N, the terrible crystal,
expresses the cﬂ'ccf. produced unpon a
spectator by the view of a large mass of
crystallization. It is so powerful when
scen glistening in the sun, that the eye
cannot sustain its lustre. Some have
supposed that the diamond is meant, that
gem being remarkable for its brillinnee
and hardness.
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Cuap. XVI. 46-51.]

46  mother wasa Hittite and your father an Amorite.
47  hand, is Sodom and her daughters.

48 all thy ways.

49  thou and thy daughters.

50

51

EZEKIEL. 87

And thy elder
sister is Samaria, who dwelleth at thy left hand, she and her
daughters ; and thy younger sister, who dwelleth at thy right
Yet thon didst not walk in
their ways, nor act according to their abominations; it was only
a small matter ; but thou hast acted more corruptly than they in
As I live, saith the Lord Jehovah, Sodom thy
sister hath not done, she nor her daughters, as thou hast done,
Behold, this was the iniquity of thy
sister Sodom : pride, fulness of bread, and quiet security she and
her daughters had, but she strengthened not the hand of the poor
and needy ; But were haughty and committed abomination be-
fore me ; therefore I removed them according as I'saw. Neither
had Samaria committed the half of thy sins, but thou hast mul-
tiplied thine abominations more than they, and hast justified thy

ﬁ'?':’%-‘j or clder sister of Jerusalem, not
with respect to age, for Jerusalem ex-
isted long prior to her; bnt in regard to
the worship of the two golden calves
established by Jeroboam in that city.
As, in determining the points of the
heavens, or, as we should say, the com-
pass, the Orientals regarded the East as
the principal, they always spoke of it as
being BYTR or D‘I'D, in front or lefore,
consequently 5“&--?, the left, would
designate the North, just as 720, the
right, would designate the South, the
dircetion in which Sodom had lain.
This last-named city is said to have been

7:ZPA, the smaller or younger sister of
Jerusalem, principally in the same moral
point of view : her guilt, great as it was,
not being to be compared, in point of
aggravation, with that contracted by
Jerusalem.  The kingdom, too, of which
it was the capital, was small compared
with that of Judah. The “danghters”
of cities, is a term used idiomatically in
Hebrew, to denote cither their inhabit-
ants, or smaller citics and villages con-
neeted with, or dependent npon them.
Thns Num. xxi. 25 357 '5‘:1 ,::r‘:
in Heshbon and in all her daug/alers ren-
dered by our translators ““ in all her vil-
lages.”

47. Enormous as were the sins of those
cities, they were not in point of gnilt to
be compared with those of Jerusalem,
which were proportionally enhauced by
the distinguished spiritual advantages
that her inhabitants had cnjoyed. In
Jernsalem were the temple, the legal sac-
rifices, the priests, and the law. Before
it was polluted by idolatry Jehovah was
worshipped there in the beauties of holi-
ness.  ©R T3, Iadopt the significa-
tion of only, as attaching to ZP, which
was proposed by Schultens, after the Arab.

, duntaxat.

48-50. The two rcpresentative citics
are now taken up singly. First Sodom,
depicted in such dark characters in the
O.T. history. Worldly prosperity often
proves dangerous to the interests of vir-
tne. It easily inflates its possessors with
pride; and, leading them to abandon
active habits of life, superinduces indul-
genee in those of idleness, than which
universal experience proves that nothing

can furnish greater ()001<|01|~ to thie com-

mission of sin. T.‘:,?:- .'1 *y carcless

idleness. 'The latter word is the Iufini-
tive in Hiphil used substantively. Root
)

CRY, to rest recline, be inactive, idle.
51. ©E2, more than they, i.c. the in-
hnbitnms of Samaria understood, as im-
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EZEKIEL. [Cuar. XXT. 2-8.
And say to the forest of the south: Iear the word of Jehovah:
Thus saith the Lord Jehovah: Belold. I will kindle a fire in
thee, and it shall devour every green tree in thee. and every
withered tree ; the flaming flame shall not be quenched, and all
faces shall be scorched therein., from the south to the north.
And all flesh shall see that I. Jehovah, have kindled it: it shall
not be quenched. Then T said: Al
of me: Doth he not speak parables ?

came to me, saying: Son of man. set thy face towards Jeru-
salem. and drop thy word towards the holy places. and prophesy
Thus
saith Jehovah : Behold. I am against thee, and will draw my
sword out of its scabbard, and will cut off from thee the right-

Lord Jehovah! they say

Then the word of Jehovah

against the land of Isracl.  And say to the land of Isracl:

southern division of the Holy Land, of
which at the time Jerusalemn was the
capital.  Whether the words are designed
to snggest the direction in reference to
the position of the prophet in Babylon,
ass s‘unw\'u] pose, may fdir].\' bequestioned.

=i 0T u- 3y instead of S
NCrAs! 'I he Article ocenpics its present
position, contrary to rule, Ly attraction
to the preceding 727, which it was
designed to render specially definite.

By ‘“the forest” is meant the densely
populated country of Judea, trees heing
understood tiguratively to denote the
inhabitants. £33, drop, a term bor-
rowed fromn the falling of rain, or the
dropping of honcy, and generally cm-
ployed to denote gentle, flowing, and
pleasing  discourse ; but licre used of
what the prophet was sternly to deliver
in the way of commination. It is often
used of prophesying.

3. The forest, apostrophised, is here
declared to be set on fire by Jehovah,
and consumed by an unjversal conflagra-
tion. In T3 =ty T2 isa paronoma-
sia.  To express xhu fearful character of
the conflagration, the prophet cmploys
this peculiar phrase, compounded of two
forms of the same word, the latter of
which is taken from the Shaphel conju-
gation in Aramaic. Their common root

is 3mb, Arab. agd, Eth. AUN w0

y s it stands

burn, inflame. 5, per-
punzit, to scorch, burn. ¥rom the
use of VZZT32, ver. 9, it is evident, that
= - i 10 be taken in the sensc of all
Jfaces or persons, and not extended so as
10 denote all parts of the conntry — the
whole supertices — as Rosenmiiller, Man-
rer, and itzig interpret.

5. Desirous of shifting ofl’ the applica-
tion of the prophecy to themselves, the
Jews pretend not to understand it.
They accuse Ezckicl of employing a high
parabolie style.

6, 7. The prophet is now instrocted
to address himself dircetly against the
city which had been specially conscerated
to Jchovah, but which the Jews h'l(]
polluted with their idolatries. S 393
sanctuaries, inclnde not only the tcmp]e
with its holy places, but also the other
edifices appropriated in purer times to
divine worship, and afterwards called
svnagogues,  Ps. Ixxiii. 17, Instead of
of BYZIPE however, three MSS. read
:""l,?‘:, their sanctuary, which reading
is supported by the Syr., but the Lk.\.,
Vulg., and Arab. exhibit the plural.

8. The symbolof fire is here exchanged
for that of sword, which afterwards, with
much force, occupics so prominent a
place in the chapter. The Jews were
not yet to be told in plain langunage
what was to befall them. What had

=ax, Arab.

cussit,
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[Coap. XXI. 28-32.

29 Wherefore thus saith the Lord Jechovah : Beeause ye are put in
remembrance of your iniquity, in your rebellions being revealed,
in the manifestation of your sins in all your doings; beeause ye
are put in remembrance, with the hand ye shall be taken.

30 And thou, profanc wicked prince of Isracl, whose day is come, at

31 the time of the iniquity of the cnd:

Jehovah ¢

Thus saith the Lord

demove the tiara, and take away the erown; this

shall not be this; exalt him that is low, and lay low him that is

32 high.

Subversion, subversion. subversion, I will make it;

this

also shall not be, till he come whose is the right, and T will give

had taken to the king of Babylon. N7,
he, refers to Nebuchadnezzar, to whom
the Jews had proved taithless, and who
now shonld recall to their mind the
erime of perjury, of which they had
been guilty.

29, The Jews are dircetly ad-
dressed by the prophet, who expressly
teaches them, that the judgment to be

1NOW

inflicted npon them was to be regarded,
not merely as a punishment of their
infidelity to the King of Babylon, but of
all the sins which they had commizted,
in connection with idolatry, against their
covenant God.  Their acts of disobe-
dience were so notorious, and they had
become so nuiversally depraved in their
conduet, that no course was left but for
punisliment to be inflicted npon them.
30. The prophet now pointedly singles
out Zedekiah.  Thongh Hivernick and
Yairbairn contend for ** picreed throngh ™
as the signification of .9.3?,'- here, as atver,
19, 1 rather agree with the rendering of
onr common version, profane, which is
supported by the LXX., Vulg., and Syr.,
and approved by Winer, Gesenius, and
Lee. That ,:n signities not mercly to
pierce lhmu;_'h, slay with the sword, but
also to malke common, or profine, to pol-
lute, depile, is so fully admitted as to
That monarch, by his
wickedness, had descerated his character

require no proof.

as the Lord’s anointed, and the period of
his punishment had now arrived.  His
reign and wickedness were to terminate
together. By §72 ﬂ— s the tniquity of the
end, is meant the treachery of Zedekiah

towards Nebuchadnezzar, by which he

brought destruction upon the Jewish

state.  Comp.ver. 3t and chap. xxxv. 5
31,32, Nince © S s frequently used

in the Pentatench of the turban or tiara of

the high priest, it has been supposed by

some, after the Targum: NFEZLZ 2750

.

cus NZ3

2 that the same applica-

N3=2C St e
i

=
tion of the term is intended in the present
case, and that the design of the prophecy

is to show that from this time forth both
the sacerdotal and regal oflices were to
ceasce till the advent of Messiah, in whose
mediatorial undertaking they should be
restored and united.  As, however, it is
the king, and not the high pricst, that is
here expressly addressed and as 5°
aderivative from same root with TEIST
i3 used of the head-dress both of the one
dignitary and the other, Isa. Ixii. 3;
Zech. iii. 5, the Iatter term may without
violenee be regarded as applicable to the
royal diadem  of  Zedekinh,  Winer,
Gesenius, and Lee coneur in this view
of the passage. The use of the two
terms, to express nearly the same thing,

forms no objection, sinee it was no doubt
the objeet of the prophet most emphati-
cally to foretell the fact of the complete
oc«'uinnnﬁlu royalrulein Judah. The
Ni=85 N1, this not this, or with
the substantive verb ,—.-.—. 1, understood,
this shall not be this, howey cr cnigmatically

words T

itmay sound, is very expressive.  Taking
the Feminine as a Neuter, the meaning
is: The present state of things shall

ccase. A complete revolution in Jewish






















Cuap. XXIIL 2-4.]

31 I find.

EZEKIEL.

Therefore will I pour mine indignation upon them ; in

the fire of my wrath I will consume them; T will render their
way upon their own head, saith the Lord Jehovah.

30, 31. This is strong language, to cxpress the universality of the defeetion

from Jehovah.

CHAPTER XXIII.

Under the allegory of two sisters, the cities of Samaria and Jerusalem are presented to
view for the purpose of reprobating the idolatries of the kingdoms of Israel and Judah;
each being the metropolis of its respective kingdom. The same strong metaphorical
language is employed as in chapter xvi., for the purpose of more powerfully exciting
feelings of disgust at foreign alliances and the abominations of idolatry.

1 Axp the word of Jehovah came unto me, saying:
2  man, there were two women, danghters of one
8  And they committed lewdness in Egypt: they were

Son of
mother :
lewd in

their youth: there men pressed their breasts, and there they
4 pressed the paps of their virginity. And their names were:
Aholah, the elder, and Aholibah, her sister: and they were
mine, and they begat sons and daughters; and their names

2. These two cities had a common
mother —the Ilebrew people; regard
being had to what they had become in
the possession of that people.

3. The object of the representation in
this verse is not to teach that the two
kingdoms existed as such in the time of
the sojourn in Egypt, but to trace back
the idolatry of those who afterwards
composed them to that early period in
the history of the Hebrews. Compare

729, Arab. (Kao,

Jricuit, here press, compress. The Egyp-
tians arc understood as the nominative
to 1 the corresponding verb in the
parallelism. 7E3 oceurs in Picl only
here and in verse &, and is expressive of
the aeting of eager or intense desire.
The last clanse of the verse is rendered
in the LXX. éket diemapleveifnoar.

4. The foree of the distinctive use of
the two names 1'1’37325, Aholah, and
H:"’?gt}, Alolibah, lies in the circum-
stance, that the former, signifying er or

chap. xx. 6, 7, 8.

lLer own tent, intimates that the worship
celebrated at Samaria was self-invented ;
it had never received the sanction of
Jchovah, but, on the contrary, had
always been marked as an object of
his abhorrenee; whereas the latter sig-
nifying my tent is in her, is expressive
of the appropriation of Jerusalem and
the temple-worship by Jehovah, as hav-
ing his divine and gracious warrant.
5 TNRNY, and they were mine. Pre-
vious to the apostasy under Jeroboam,
Samaria, cqually with Jerusalem, wor-
shipped the truc God. Their inhabitants
were sons and daunghters of the Lord
Almighty. He never renounced his
right to the Israclites as subjects of the
theocracy, but sent prophets to deelare
his will to them and warn them against
idolatry. The northern kingdom was
the sphere of the special labors of Elijah
and Elisha. Thus “5NR, ver. 5, under
me, i.c. when subject to me as their law-
ful husband. Samaria is said to be the
clder, or the greater, ﬂ’iﬁil?j, not in







































138 EZEKIEL.

6  Jchovah,

{Cnap. XXV, 5-9.

For thus saith the Lord Jehovah : Because thou didst

smite with the hand, and stamp with the foot and rejoice with

7 all the despite of thy soul against the land of Iseacl,

Therefore,

behold T will streteh ont my hand against thee, and give thee

for a spoil to the nations. and T will cut thee oft from the peoples

and destroy thee from the Jands: I will destroy thee, and thou

shalt know that I wmn Jehovah.

8 Thus saith the

g) Jehold, the house of Judah ave like all the heathen!

Lord Jchovah:

Seeause Moab and Scir say,

There-

fore, behold, T will open the side of Moab from the cities, from

his cities, from the extremity thereof, the glory of the land,

Rabbah of the sons of Ammon, to distin-
guish it from F27, a city of that name
in the tribe of Judah.  When afterwards
restored by Prolemy Philadelphns, it
received the name of Philadelphia, and
formed one of the cities of the Deeapolis.
By a slight corruption of the sccond
syllable it is called uL/c' 5 <bmman, at
the present day, as it was in that of
Abulfeda. Tab. Syr. p. 91, Tts ruins
have been visited by the modern travel-
lers, Scewzen, Burekhardt, and Irby and
Mangles, who found them about nine-
teen English miles 8.1 by 15 from the
town of Szalt, and situated along the
banks of a stream called Moiet Annnan,
which flows into the Zerka or Jabbok,

called according to  Scetzen, Nalhr
Amman.  They exhibit remains of a

palace, a mausoleum, an amphitheatre,
a temple, a church, and a castle; but
not a single inhabited dwelling is to
be scen.  See Scetzen in Zacl’s Mo-
natliche Correspondenz, xviii. pp. 428,
429,

7. This desolate state of Rabbah must
be referred to the three hundred vears
which intervened between the destrnetion
of Jerusalem and the time of Prolemy
Philadelphns, after which it beeame cel-
ebrated among the Greeks and Romans,
by whom, no doubt, the splendid build-
ings, the ruins of which still remain,
were ereeted. 23 ocenrs nowhere be-
sides in Ilebrew, except in the componnd
AZTB, where it scems to be used in the

sense of the Pers. 5[_3, cibus, Cb,
vectigal.  Such significations, however,
ill suit 1he present comnection ; and
there cannot, I should think, be a doubt
that the reading is a corruption of 13,
spotl, which is that of the Keri, of a
great number of MSS. in the text, and
is supported by that of the Complat.
Bible and all the ancient versions.  The
letters ¥ and 3 might easily be exehanged
for one another by a copyist.
73 for 51, chap. xlvii. 13,

Compare

& Proceeding in asoutherly divection,
asimilarthreatening iz denounced against
Moab and Neir. These countries are
here elassed wogether, most probably on
account of their ciose proximity to and
their joint hostility agninst the Jews.

9. '7".}';;; » Nedr, was properly a moun-
tinons  country, ealled by Josephus
and others who wrote in Greek I'dBeAq,
TeBaierd), I'dBara, and at the present
day the Arabs still give it the name of
Js, Jdal. See Dr.
Palestine, vol. it p. 552, The opening
np of this mountainous recion from the
cities of Moab expresses the cleaving of

tobinson’s

the passes by which the enemy might
casily enter and take possession.  These
were  otherwize closed and  fortified.
The names of the cities specified are in
apposition with IR 22, the glory of
the country, so that this is to he taken as
deseriptive of them, and not of \IZR, the
fronticr or extremity of Moab. They













142 EZEKIEL.

[Caar. XXV 2-5.

4  And they shall destroy the walls of Tyre, and raze her towers,
and I will sweep away her dust from her, and I will make her

5 adry rock.

She shall be a place for spreading nets in the midst

of the sea: surcly I have spoken it. saith the Lord Jehovah;

6  and she shall become a spoil for the nations.

Aud her daugh-

ters which are in the field shall be slain with the sword; and

following. N7, leach, aha ! an inter-
jection strongly expressive of exultation
over a fallen enemy.  Sce Ps. xxxv, 21,
25. As an exception to the general
grammatical rnle, and an instance of
constructio ad sousum, TIEES the 1 redi-
cate in the singnlar agrees with ©523
the subject in the plural. TZ282 should
be pointed TZT: The nominative to

this verh is nor Jerusalem, understood,
as our translators have taken it, but
what is most casily supplied by the con-
nection, and that on which the minds
of the Tyrians were most set, their
merchandize, or mereantile gain.  The
rendering, therefore, should be “ )" and
not she, ** is turned unto me.” 71"‘?’_‘
E™aZT, the doors or gates of the peopl s.
Jernsalem was so called not only on
account of her having heen the great
place of concourse to the Tebrews when
they went up to the sacred feasts, bt
because it lay in the routes which the
caravans with merchandize took that
proceeded to Tyre from Petra, Lzion-
geber, Palmyra, and other places in the
Last, and consequently must have inter-
eepted many of the articles of traflic
before they reached their destination.
On this account she must have been an
object of great jealousy to the Tyrians,
who now exalt at the removal of this
monopoly, and congratnlate themscelves
on the commercial advantases which
they would derive from her fall.

3, 4. In striking contrast with the
sclf-congratulatory language of Tyre,
Jehovah here announees her destruction.
The comparison of crowds of people
to the tumultuons waves of the sea is
common in Seripture. It is peculiarly
appropriate here, in consideration of
the maritime position of Tyre. As the

Mediterranean dashed against her shores
with resistless fury, so should the troops
of the king of Babylon, collected from
the many different nations subject to his
sway, attack and destroy her strongholds.
5 prefixed  to "'.Ei_l is the sign of the
acensative, aecording to Aramaic usage,
as AMIENI2, (Jer. xbo2). That Tyre
was strongly fortified is borne out by
the testimony of Dius, as quoted by
Josephus, Antigq. viii. 5, who says that

Hirim king of Tyre émed)) édpa 7a 702
‘lepocorbuwy Teixm, mipywy wpbs &a¢d-
Aetav dedueva xal Tis &AA7ns OxupdrnTos,
mpds yap TO ablwpa Tis TiAews iyeito
S¢iv kal Tobs mwepiforous elvat, TabTd Te
mpocemeakevale kal wipyois aiTd peydAois
mpoceipev. Comp. Isa. xxiii. 4, 11, 13.
Hitzie indeed contends that the langnage
of Dius only applies to Jernsalem, but
it appears obvions to me that the passage
concludes with a statement of  what
Iliram did to his own city in imitation
of what he had witnessed at the capital
of Judea. TN
paronomasia.
destruction here referred to was that of

- ——

and "TNTC form a

FATEZ, her dust. The

the towers, walls, and other edifices,
destroyed by the besicgers.  Not a ves-
tige was toremain.  In jlace of splendid
edifices and impregnebie bulwarks noth-
ing was to he scen hut bare rocks, it only
for fishermen to spread their nets on.

5. TN3 T3, in the midst of the sea,

may, withont straining, be applied to
Continental Tyre, thongzh the greater
part of the city lay not within the sea-
mark, bnt back in the plain in the

dircetion of the rocky hill, urw...” ’

E1-Mashuk, which probably formed its

"$3%, castle or fortress.  Sce Robinson,

T

iil. 390,











































































































































188 EZEKIEL. [Cuap. XXXVIIL 2, 3.

The materials for the history of that cruel perscentor are indeed scanty, the writings
which treat of his period having been all lost except what Porphyry has intro-
duced in his fifteenth book against the Christians, of which fragments have been
preserved by Jerome in his Commentary on Daniel.  This much, however, may
be gathered from these, from Josephus, and from the First Book of Maccabees,
— that the perseentions which Antiochus carried on in Palestine were the most
severe of any that the inhabitants experienced during the period which intervened
between the destruction of Jerusalem by the Chaldeans, and that effected by the

lomans.

Receivinge information that the Jews were rejoicing at the report of his supposed
death in Egypt, Antiochus returned hastily to Palestine, took Jerusalem by
storm, plundered the city, slew eighty thousand persous, men, women, and chil-
dren, took forty thousand pri<oners, and sold as many into slavery. And, as if
this were not enoungh, he went, under the guidance of the wicked high priest
Menclaus, into the temple, profaned it by uttering blasphemous language, and
removed thence all the gold he could lay his hand on, amounting to cighteen
hundred talents, besides quantities of silver, all of which he carried away. To
crown this wickedness, he sacrificed swine upon the altar of Jehovali, boiled
picces of the flesh, and sprinkled the whole temple with the broth.

Two years afterwards, being disappointed in his designs against Egypt, and return-
ing from that country in disgrace, he sent Apollonius his chief collector of
tribute with a division of twenty-two thousand men, with orders to cut down all
the men whom he met with, and to make slaves of the women and children.  The
consequence was that the streeis of Jerusalem flowed with blood, the houses
were plundered and demolished, the city walls were thrown down, and the publie
services of religion ceased.  1n place of the altar of Jehoval, he caused an altar
to be raised to be used in sacrificing to Jupiter Olympius. Every attempt to
observe the law ot Moses was made a capital oflence; and the most eruel pun-
ishments were inflicted on such of the inhabitants as remained, and refused to
comply with the impious commands of the infariated monarch. In fact the
Jews had never before been subject to such forious persccution.  Compare Dan.
viii. 10-26; xi. 21-45; xii. 1; and sce Jahn’s Ilebrew Commonwealth, xciv., xev.

This allegorical deseription of the apparently desperate case of the Jews is the pro-
totype which John had in his eye when predicting the overthrow of the final
antichristian confederacy, Rev. xx. 7-9.

CHAPTER XXXVIII.

Toset forth a formidable attack that would be made upon the Jews after their re-settlement
in Canaan, the prophet introduces an assemblage of savage people nnder a distinguish-
ingly formidable leader, who should leave no method untried by which he might hope
to efieet their utter extermination, 1-13. Ilereupon it is predicted, that by a signal
interposition of Divine Providenee, this enemy should be eompletely overthrown; that
a long time should be ocenpied in burying the dead bodies of his army; and that their
weapons should long be used as fuel by the Jews, 14-23 and chapter xxxix.

1 Axp the word of Jehovah came unto me, saying: Son of man, set
2 thy face against Gog. of the land of Magog, the prince of Rosh,

2, 3. Theonly other parts of Seripture  xxxii. 26; Rev. xx. 8. The first of
in which these names occurare Gen. x. 25 these passages is important to our present
1 Chroun. i. 5; v.4; Ezck. xxvii. 13; inquiry, as pointing us to the dircction
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an ephah, and the third part of a hin of oil with which to moisten
the fine flour, a meat-offering to Jehovah, continually by a
perpetual statute. And they shall prepare the lamb, and the
meat-offering, and the oil, every morning, a continual burnt-
offering.

Thus saith the Lord Jehovah: When the prince shall give a gift
to any of his sons. the inheritance of it shall be for his sons;
it shall be their possession by inheritance. DBut when he shall
give a gift of his inheritance to one of his servants, it shall be
his to the year of liberty ; then shall it return to the prince ;
but his inheritance shall be for his sons. And the prince shall
not take of the inheritance of the people to thrust them out of
their inheritance by oppression ; he shall give his sons inheritance
out of his own possession, that my pcople may not be scattered
every one from his possession.

Then he brought me through the entrance, which was by the side
of the gate, into the holy cells of the priests which looked toward
the north 5 and, behold, there was a place at the two ends toward
the west.  And he said unto me: This is the place where the
priests shall boil the trespass-offering and the sin-offering, where
they shall bake the meat-offering, that they may not bring them
out into the outer court to sanetify the people. Then he brought
me forth into the outer court, and cansed me to pass over to the
four corners of the court; and, behold, there was a court in
every corner of the court.  In the four corners of the court were
smaller courts, of forty in length, and thirty in breadth, one
measure to the four corners.  And there was a row round about
in them, round about them four, and boiling places were made
underneath the rows round about. And he said unto me : These
are the place for boiling, where the servants of the house shall
boil the sacrifice of the people.

17. The mention in this verse of the during the continuance of the Mosaic
jubilee year, or year of release, as that cconomy. That the Sabbatic year was
when alienated land should revert to its  restored after the eaptivity is sufficiently
original occupier, is a strong confirma- proved by the testimony of Joscphus,
tion that the prophet intended a literal Antigg. xiv. 10, 6. Sce also 1 Mace.
reference to events that were to transpire  vi. 49.












































































